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Few events in my lifetime have stirred my conscience and

o T

pained my heart as much as the present conflict which is
raging in Viet Nam. The day by day reports of villages
destroyed and people leff homeless raise burdensome guestions
within my conscience,

This 1s indeed a complex situation. One on which even the
experts are divided. There is no need to place blame, and T
certainly do not intend to argue the military or political issues
involved, Neither the American people nor the people of North Viet
Nam is the enemy. The true enemy is waﬂbzself, and people on both sides
are trapped 1n itgs inexorable destruction. To# look back and attempt
to place blame is only to enhance the negative payvchologiczl
atmosphere that fosters war., What is reguired is a small first
step that may estaklish & new spirit of mutual confidence and
respect - - a step capable of breaking the cycle of mistrust,
vicolence and ear.

On the occasion of my receipt of the Nobel Prize for Peace
In Oslo, Norway last Decemberl, I said:

Ll
"It isjimperative and urgent to put an end to war and

violence between nationhs as it is to put an end to
racial injustice”.
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It is this belief that compels me to speak on this issue,
that the consgience of our nation may be arouscd to see that
war as a means of solving problems 1s obsolete.

So much hangs in the bhalance of each remote and seemingly
insi¢gnificant canflict: national passions rage on both sides: reamon

¢l Ll

and understanding 4% stultified, and violence leads only to
more savage violence. Like all AMerlcans,. and, indeed, like all
the pecples of the world, I pray for the earliest possible peace
for the tormented people of Viet Nam. My praver is made all the
more fervent by the fearful Tecognition that the conflict in
Viet Nam i1s pregnant with the risk of an ever-widening war that
may imperil the existence of whole continents,

Therefore, I would like to take this opportunity to make
an urgent plea for all sides to bring their girevances to the
conference table. In order to do thils, beoth sides must go all
out to demonstrate their desire for good faith negotiations, and
the TInited States should effect a new diplomatic machinery
without giving the impression of appzasement and which would in
no way mitigate its national aims, in seriously considering
bringing to a halt the bombings in North Viet Nam. aaﬁ;ﬁuéégi}ﬂbl
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: On the other hand, He Chi Minh“"and Chou En-Lai must express . vy
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uneguivocally their desire to alter their position in demanding

the unilateral withdrawal of American forces frowm Souvth Viet Nam.
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I £irmly believe that because the sgituation has become
so complex, this midght not bhe possible at this time. However,
cvery effort should be made toward some courageous and
creative solution to this potentially catastrophic situation.
The American people and our government can find the solution
if reason can triumph over pride, and Etatesmanship conguer
caution. T further urge that the United Nations be empowered
with the authority to mediate this conflict in negotiations
invelving all parties, Im¥uwgs including the National Liberation
Front of South Viet Nam,

In his speech at Johns Hopkins Universeity earlier this
summer, President Johnson called for programs of echnical
assistance and area development which would enakble the people
of South Viet Nam to develop a sturdy, independent ecconomy and sound
democratic government. The employment of some of cur forces in
rebuilding some of the villages which have been destroyed immediatel
would be 3 s0lid indication to the people of Viet Nam that our
interest is in the development of Viet Nam and not in 1ts
destruction.

These tokens of our good faith are an extremely small price
to pay when there ig so much at stake in the destruction of men,

the cost of materials of war and the domage done to our naticnal

image by ¥ our continuous involvement in this ambiguous conflict.




